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Welcome to Issue #3 of the iAHO newsletter!
We are excited to share the second issue of our bi-monthly newsletter, which will
keep you up to date with all the latest news from the integrated African Health
Observatory (iAHO). We cover issues touching on health information, health systems
and services development, and the work of the Observatory across the WHO African
Region.

Visit the iAHO platform:  https://aho.afro.who.int/ 

Read the previous newsletters
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Emerging from a request from Ministers of Health from across the WHO
African Region, the iAHO is a strategic health intelligence platform that
provides a real-time view of what is happening in the health sector and
with progress on the health and well-being of populations.


Hosted by the WHO Regional Office for Africa (WHO AFRO), the platform is
a one-stop-shop that marshals harmonized high-quality data from the
regional stage, together with the National Health Observatories (NHOs) of
the 47 Member States of the WHO African Region. Besides offering easier
access to high-quality data and statistics, the iAHO platform aims at
increasing the visibility of key analytics and knowledge products useful for
knowledge brokering and evidence-informed decision-making.


The iAHO is also home to multiple inter-connected regional platforms,
allowing for cross-country comparison and learning across the different
dimensions of the health system.

Bringing all this information together for use in planning, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of health interventions, the iAHO contributes to
the overall effort to strengthen health systems and ultimately ensure better
health and well-being for communities throughout the African Region.


In addition to the iAHO platform itself, the AFRO Observatory team
provides targeted technical support for the full ownership and

https://youtu.be/dYoqW-tqGQc
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strengthening of the embedded NHOs, as well as curating and populating
key content as resources are generated and made available.
Contact us at iAHO@who.int for any inquiries or support as needed.


Back to top

Explore the iAHO

This step by step video will introduce you to the use of the iAHO Platform.

iAHO embedded platform: Digital Menu of
Essential Interventions (Upcoming)

Soon to be available on iAHO, the purpose of the Digital Menu of Essential
Interventions   is to simplify the process of developing essential health service
packages in countries. This toolkit offers a set of health interventions that are
needed to respond to the key health and wellbeing challenges in the region.
Digitizing these Interventions into an interactive and usable tool by policy
makers will support in standardization of the development process of essential
health packages across the countries of the WHO African Region.


http://%20iAHO@who.int/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kcj_JHFyNU&t=8s
https://aho.afro.who.int/essential-health-intervention/af
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As the region operationalize the Primary Health Care approach for attainment
of Universal Health Coverage and SDG 3, the need for the essential health
services package (EHP) has been highlighted by most partners and countries.
The EHP aims to map out a set of services that are considered crucial in each
country, whose provision will advance progress towards UHC in the country.


In this sense, the digital toolkit will assist  countries to navigate and
identify/manage the database. It presents multiple search parameters,
including public health function (health promotion, disease prevention, clinical,
rehabilitation, palliation), age cohort, disease/condition and finally a
consolidation of all disease/conditions that have a given intervention. The list
of interventions responds to the top 40 causes of morbidity/mortality In the
Region as well as the conditions of public health concern such as maternal
health, or rare conditions. Find out more on the iAHO's platform:
https://aho.afro.who.int/essential-health-intervention/af 


Back to top

Zooming:Framework for Strengthening the
Use of Evidence, Information and Research
for Decision Making in the African Region  

At the 71st session (August 2021) of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa
(WHO/AFRO) adopted the Framework for Strengthening the Use of Evidence,
Information and Research for Decision Making in the African Region. It has

https://aho.afro.who.int/essential-health-intervention/af
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2021-08/AFR-RC71-13%20Framework%20for%20strengthening%20the%20use%20of%20evidence%2C%20information%20and%20research%20for%20policy-making%20in%20the%20African%20Region-2.pdf
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been observed that WHO/AFRO Member States are not widely using research-
based evidence for health in health policy making. Indeed, in 2018 the Region
had scored 55% in the barometer for the use of research evidence in health
policy making.

The purpose of this framework is to guide Member States in promoting the use
of reliable health data and information for national priorities, Sustainable
Development Goals and Universal Health Coverage (UHC).


In this sense, the framework describes the fundamental principles and priority
interventions that structure the use of evidence, information and research in
health policy making.

There are a number of targets for Member States to meet by 2030, with
intermediate milestones to be reached by 2024 and 2027. The framework sets
out 5 objectives:

1. Strengthen national health information systems in order to generate
quality gender disaggregated data;

2. Establish or strengthen national health research systems to undertake
relevant research and analyses of policy-relevant data and information;

3. Ensure fully-functional national health observatories;
4. Increase country capacities to establish effective guideline-development

committees and health technology assessment units for the development
of evidence-informed health policies;

5. Mainstream the use of evidence in the formulation of policies, targets,
and indicators addressing the SDGs and UHC.

Progress in the Region in implementing this framework will be reported by the
Regional Director every three years. For more information on the Framework for
strengthening the use of evidence information and research for policy-making
in the African Region: click here


Back to top

People Beyond the Data  

Kenya: KHRO key player in Knowledge Translation 

https://www.edctp.org/web/app/uploads/2020/05/WHO-AFRO_NIHR-TIBA_EDCTP_Assessing-National-Health-Research-Systems-in-the-WHO-African-Region.pdf
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2021-08/AFR-RC71-13%20Framework%20for%20strengthening%20the%20use%20of%20evidence%2C%20information%20and%20research%20for%20policy-making%20in%20the%20African%20Region-2.pdf
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Since 2019, Kenya has set up a national health observatory called "Kenya
Health and Research Observatory" (KHRO). KHRO is a portal created to improve
the availability and use of information and evidence on health status and trends
for policy dialogue, and to monitor and evaluate the implementation of national
strategies and plans. Within the framework of the AHOP regional partnership
(hosted by iAHO) for evidence generation and knowledge brokering, a working
mission was carried out in Kenya to discuss with the Ministry of Health, key
national stakeholders (such as KEMRI) and WHO the strengthening of
knowledge management and its use in the development of health policies and
interventions.


Indeed, the national knowledge management ecosystem involves several key
players who are all doing excellent work that could be strengthened by better
coordination and a framework for regular dialogue for greater transparency
with the Ministry of Health. Through discussions with the Kenya National AHOP
Center (KEMRI welcome trust) and other stakeholders, it was agreed that the
Kenya National Health Observatory (KHRO) is the ideal platform for better
coordination. However, it was noted that the institutional anchoring of the
KHRO needs to be strengthened by putting in place a functional governance
framework on three levels: strategic (steering committee, which can be an
existing committee in the country), tactical (technical working group bringing

https://khro.health.go.ke/#/
https://ahop.aho.afro.who.int/
https://www.kemri.org/knowledge-management/
https://kemri-wellcome.org/
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together the main data producers) and operational (permanent secretariat of
the KHRO with dedicated human resources) in order for it to be able to truly
play its role of knowledge production and brokering with the other key national
actors


Back to top

Senegal: NHO as a one stop shop for Planning and research 

The research division in collaboration with the observatory and digital health
unit of the Ministry of Health is leading the process of operationalization of the
national health observatory of Senegal. Several key steps have been completed,
including mapping of data producers, identification of key national documents
in Analytics and Knowledge resources to populate in the observatory platform.
In this process, the country benefits from the support of the WHO (country and
regional offices).


Thus, the focal points of the Research Division have been trained in the use of
the Senegalese national observatory available on the iAHO. As a result, they
were able to begin populating a set of key data and information from the
country. In addition, through the AHOP regional partnership (hosted by iAHO),
several actors were trained to develop policy briefs for better knowledge

https://aho.afro.who.int/sn
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sharing with policy makers. While the country continues to take ownership of
the Observatory's digital platform, it is also working to harmonize governance
for better coordination. In addition, collaboration between the national
observatory and the regional partnership AHOP will make it possible to develop
products (country profile, comparative studies, etc.) that will inform national
health planning and policies.


Back to top

Burundi: Towards NHO institutionalization 

For several years now, Burundi has been committed to setting up its the
National Public Health Observatory (ONSP). As a result, several activities, with
the technical support of WHO and partners, had already been carried out,
namely the appropriation of Burundi's integrated digital platform to the iAHO,
the mapping of key stakeholders and national data sources, the updating of the
country's health profile available on the ONSP platform as well as the draft legal
texts organising the ONSP.

The country recently brings together several key actors, data providers and
users, for a national presentation, advocacy and orientation workshop on the
ONSP.


The participants had the opportunity to ask questions about the ONSP and the
role it plays in the health system in Burundi by clarifying several points such as

https://ahop.aho.afro.who.int/
https://aho.afro.who.int/bi
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the governance of the ONSP and its institutional anchoring.

Indeed, the institutionalization of the ONSP is a key stage in making it a full part
of the health system. Such institutionalisation guarantees the sustainability of
the ONSP and formally places it in the country's institutional landscape for it to
play its full role. It is important to note that the ONSP is a national asset
integrated into the iAHO platform. Aware of the need to institutionalise the
ONSP, Burundi has undertaken to draw up legislation governing the
organisation and operation of the ONSP. The various exchanges during both
technical meetings and workshop, made it possible to identify several stages
that need to be completed in order for the ONSP to be fully operational.

First, the ONSP will have to become an official and legal part of the country's
administrative architecture. As mentioned above, this institutional anchoring
will make it possible to ensure the sustainability of the ONSP and to provide for
the governance that will be put in place.

Secondly, the ONSP team already in place has drawn up a technical document
detailing the human and material resource requirements that will need to be
mobilized. Finally, regular collaboration between the main data producers will
be established to facilitate the sharing of information and data.

For its part, WHO/AFRO is committed to continuing to support Burundi in the
effective institutionalization of the ONSP.


Back to top

Latest Data

Knowledge Fact sheet on Universal Health Coverage
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Infograpic on  Vaccination Coverage in the WHO African Region in the
context of COVID-19

https://afahobckpstorageaccount.blob.core.windows.net/afahobckpcontainer/production/files/What-is-UHC_WHO-AFRO_iAHO_Factsheet_2.pdf
https://afahobckpstorageaccount.blob.core.windows.net/afahobckpcontainer/production/files/Infographic_vaccination_coverage_in_the_WHO_AFRO_Region_SB_SS_2.pdf
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https://afahobckpstorageaccount.blob.core.windows.net/afahobckpcontainer/production/files/Infographic_vaccination_coverage_in_the_WHO_AFRO_Region_SB_SS_2.pdf


12/16

Back to top

Fact sheet on Inequalities in insecticide-treated net (ITN) use in Angola

https://afahobckpstorageaccount.blob.core.windows.net/afahobckpcontainer/production/files/Infographic_vaccination_coverage_in_the_WHO_AFRO_Region_SB_SS_2.pdf
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Fact sheet on Blood Safety

https://afahobckpstorageaccount.blob.core.windows.net/afahobckpcontainer/production/files/Angola_inequities_ITN_2021.pdf
https://afahobckpstorageaccount.blob.core.windows.net/afahobckpcontainer/production/files/iAHO_Blood_safety_regional_Factsheet.pdf
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Find out more on the iAHO platform: https://aho.afro.who.int/uhc-briefcase/af
  Back to top

Blog post from iAHO

https://afahobckpstorageaccount.blob.core.windows.net/afahobckpcontainer/production/files/iAHO_Blood_safety_regional_Factsheet.pdf
https://aho.afro.who.int/uhc-briefcase/af
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Handling endemics, epidemics and

humanitarian crises in the African Region in

the context of COVID-19 pandemic 
While countries in the region are concerned
with containing the Covid-19 pandemic, they
are simultaneously dealing with endemics,
epidemics and humanitarian crises. To learn
more about how these challenges are being
addressed, check out the blog article.

  Back to top

LinkedIn

The iAHO is happy to keep in touch with you on LinkedIn. Follow us so you don't
miss any of our events, publications and news.

  Back to top
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